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There are two problems with the food in detention – 

we are given way too small an amount and it is not 

good food. For example, when we get pasta or rice 

sometimes it is not cooked enough. 

We get food that I am not used to eating, like potatoes 

and gravy. This is difficult. When it is a holiday we get 

hamburgers – I like getting hamburgers – or chicken. 

We get chicken about two or three times a month. 

Often I am still hungry after eating so I’ll buy 

something at the commissary. So many of us try to get 

a job at the detention center so that we have money to 

buy food and to call family, to know how they are 

doing, and to get proofs for our cases. 

I buy about 35 Ramen soups a month. I think that we 

are not given enough food because they want us to buy 

food at the commissary. I’ve seen them throw away 

perfectly good food. 

Hungry and Underpaid
by   Mohamed  

[name changed to protect confidentiality]
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I’ve been at the detention center for several 

months and everyone thinks the same thing 

about the food, that the portions are too small 

and the quality bad. 

In the kitchen there are 3 or 4 food service 

supervisors on every shift, and 20 or more of 

detained immigrant workers. I can say 100 

percent of the food service people are racists 

in how they treat us immigrants. And we earn 

too little for the work we do – 3 USD for a 5 

hour day of work. 

No one complains though because they are

afraid of losing their job. One time I heard a 

man ask to do a different job because his back 

was hurting him from doing the same job over 

and over. He was told no and then never called 

back to work. 

If you complain they tell you, ‘‘if you don’t 

want to work here there are another 1600 who 

do’’. We need the money so we stay quiet. 
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O N  T H E  G R O U N D  A N D  P O L I C Y  P O S I T I O N
ICE argues that it is not employing detained immigrants, that they are instead engaging in 

volunteer work. Needless to say, the facility could not run as profitably without these 

'volunteers'. The additional pay for staff that would be needed to fill these positions -- in the 

kitchen, laundry, cleaning of hallways, bathrooms and dorms, etc. -- would be significant, cutting 

into the profits of the private prison company GEO that runs the facility. Pay policy -- and food 

type and quantity -- are just three examples of how private prison companies cut corners to 

increase their profits. Since Trump was elected a year ago, GEO's stock prices have gone up by 

over 100 percent. 

We say that all workers should be paid fair wages. If it was truly volunteer work -- and detained 

immigrants were not paid -- few of them would work. Instead, they are desperately seeking out 

these jobs so that they have enough to eat, can stay in touch with family, and can prepare their 

cases. Claiming that immigrants' jobs are not work is simply disingenuous. As the saying goes, if 

it looks, sounds, and smells like a duck, it's a duck. 

The Migrant Center seeks to help detained immigrants get released from detention so that they 

can live a normal and healthy life while they await their court hearing. We also assist by 

providing free legal services to low-income immigrants where they are experiencing severe 

economic pressure. Lastly, we support community efforts to improve detention conditions.
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 Since Trump’s inauguration and SB4 many 

immigrants who have been victims of crime but do 

not have legal status have become even more afraid 

to report the crime to the police because they 

believe that the police will have them deported. But 

when crime is not reported it makes both them and 

the rest of us in the community less safe. 

In recognition of this problem, in October 2000 

Congress passed the Victims of Trafficking and 

Violence Protection Act creating the U-visa to 

encourage undocumented immigrants to report 

crime and cooperate with law enforcement by 

giving them the option of a four-year U-visa and a 

subsequent chance to apply for a green card, 

thereby eliminating the fear that reporting crime 

will automatically lead to their own deportation. 

U-visas are not automatic. Before an immigrant is 

even eligible, she or he must have the police, 

prosecutor, or judge certify that she or he was 

helpful in the investigation and/or prosecution of 

the crime and/or will likely be helpful to law 

enforcement in the future. If law enforcement 

doesn’t think the person was/will be helpful, or 

thinks the person was making everything up, they 

will refuse to sign the certificate of cooperation, 

known as the I-918 Supplement B. The immigrant 

must also prove that they were the victim of a

serious crime and that they suffered substantial 

physical or mental abuse as a result of that crime. 

There are several ways the U-visa program can be 

improved to increase cooperation with law 

enforcement. For one, Congress has authorized  

U-Visa Cap Should 
Be Eliminated
by  Sara Ramey

 10,000 U-visas per year. This is not 

enough. As of June 30, 2017 there were 

103,045 pending principle applications, 

making the wait time for a U-visa about 10 

years. As Gail Pendleton of ASISTA says: 

“When victims hear that the visas are used 

up they may think it's not worth it to come 

forward”. 

Several efforts to raise the 10,000 U-visa 

cap have been made throughout the years, 

most notably when the Senate’s bipartisan 

“gang of eight” tried to pass comprehensive 

immigration reform in 2013, including an 

increase in U-visas to 18,000 per year. 

Although helpful, with 26,916 applications 

filed in the first three quarters of fiscal 

year 2017 alone, this increase would still be 

woefully insufficient.  

There is no reason to cap the number of U- 

visas available. Immigrant victims of 

serious crime, usually domestic violence, 

are often already living here in the U.S. --  
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so giving them a U-visa does not increase 

immigration -- and have close ties to the 

community. They are frequently the sole care 

providers for their U.S. citizen children. 

Keeping them in legal limbo for years only 

prolongs the time it takes for them to obtain 

solid employment and effectively support their 

U.S. citizen children, allowing those children 

to no longer need government benefits like 

food stamps and Medicaid. 

The Administration can also improve the 

problem immediately by directing U.S. Citizen 

and Immigration Services (“USCIS”) to increase 

its capacity to review cases so that cases can 

be provisionally approved and placed on the 

waitlist quicker. Currently, for those on its U- 

visa waitlist [immigrant crime victims who 

appear eligible for a U-visa and who are simply 

waiting for a visa to become available due to 

the U-visa cap], USCIS grants deferred action 

and provides work authorization. But there’s 

close to a two year wait to get on the waitlist. 

Decreasing this wait time will help many 

victims of domestic violence and other crime 

victims better support their U.S. citizen 

children. 

But there is absolutely no reason those 

provisionally approved on the waitlist should 

not then be given a U-visa instead of waiting 

several years for a secondary adjudication. 

Congress intended that the U-visa also serve a 

humanitarian purpose in “offering protection 

to victims of [serious crime] in keeping with 

the humanitarian interests of the United 

States”, including the ability to reunite with 

family by granting minor children derivative 

status and allowing them to leave the 

dangerous conditions of Central America

without needing to make the perilous journey 

to the United States alone.  

I have worked with many women who have 

been victims of severe domestic violence and 

who, by being able to safely report to the local  

police, have managed to successfully separate 

themselves and their U.S. citizen children from 

their abusive partner. In some cases, where the 

abuser was not a U.S. citizen, their cooperation 

with law enforcement led not only to the 

prosecution and punishment of the criminal, but 

also to his deportation. 

Reporting to law enforcement has been made 

possible in San Antonio because some victims 

know that the San Antonio Police Department 

will not turn them in to immigration simply for 

reporting a crime (in other cities in the country 

this is not always true). Others do not know they 

can trust the police but feel they have no other 

option except to risk calling the police when 

their partner pulls a gun on them or tries to 

strangle them. This is usually after months, and 

often years, of abuse. But once they know that 

law enforcement will not automatically turn 

them over to immigration they are often more 

willing to cooperate with the investigation 

and/or prosecution. Sending a clear message 

that the U.S. government supports crime victims 

will encourage an increase in crime reporting. 

Increasing knowledge about the U-visa program 

in immigrant communities and expanding law 

enforcement policies aimed at building trust 

between them and the community will also help 

the police and/or prosecutors get more 

information on both immigrant and non- 

immigrant criminals in our communities.  

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 7 V O L .   3

4



For example, it would help to have more 

training for law enforcement on the value of 

certifying when the victim has been helpful 

(some communities have a policy of not 

certifying out of fear of fraud, but fraud should 

be analyzed on a case-by-case basis) and it 

would help to not transfer people to 

immigration unless they are convicted of a 

violent crime (sometimes abusers try to bring 

false charges against their victim as a way of 

shifting blame and controlling their victim by 

scaring them into not calling the police). 

If the incoming administration is serious about 

deporting immigrant criminals, it can also 

request that Congress expand the U-visa to 

witnesses of crimes who participate in 

investigations and/or prosecutions. Currently 

there is an S-visa available for those who serve 

as witnesses in federal and state prosecutions 

but not in county and city prosecutions. An 

expanded U-visa can address this gap. 

If Trump is serious about deporting 

immigrants who commit crimes in our 

communities he should work with Congress to 

eliminate the U-visa cap and otherwise 

strengthen the U-visa program, including 

increasing USCIS’ capacity to review and 

provisionally approve cases so people can be 

granted deferred action and be given work 

permits while they wait for a U-visa to become 

available. 

To learn more, please see the last page of this 

newsletter. 

On November 6 the President ended the 

Temporary Protected Status [TPS] of 2,500 

Nicaraguans who have been living here since 

Hurricane Mitch laid waste to their country in 

1998. TPS is granted to immigrants for whom 

returning to their home countries is dangerous 

or impossible due to natural disasters, civil war, 

health crises, etc. It is granted from between 6 

and 18 months or until the situation improves. 

The 2,500 Nicaraguans now have 14 months to 

depart the United States. 
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T R U M P  E N D S  T P S  F O R  

N I C A R A G U A N S

On November 20 the Administration announced 

its decision to end TPS for Haitians, who must 

now depart the U.S. within 18 months. This 

decision effects approximately 60,000 people, in 

addition to their approximately 27,000 U.S. 

citizen children who must now decide whether 

to stay in the U.S. without their parent[s] or 

move to a country they don’t know. 

TPS was first granted to Haitian immigrants in 

2010 following a 7.0 magnitude earthquake that 

devastated the island, killing 230,000 residents 

and displacing nearly 3 million.  Conditions on 

the island were later exacerbated by a cholera

outbreak that killed thousands, 43 percent 

increase in Diphtheria in 2017, and category 5 

Hurricane Irma in September. 

Members of the Senate introduced the SECURE 

Act [Safe Environment from Countries Under 

Repression and in Emergency Act] which would 

enable TPS holders to become green-card 

holders after three years. There are 

approximately 437,000 TPS holders from 10 

designated countries currently living in the 

United States. There are also three different 

bills introduced in the House of Representatives. 

T P S  C A N C E L L E D  F O R  

H A I T I A N S

Important News



D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 7 V O L .   3

On November 13 the Ninth Circuit stayed the 

district court's preliminary injunction in 

Hawaii v. Trump against entry restrictions on 

nationals of six Muslim-majority countries, 

except as to foreign nationals who have a 

credible claim of a bona fide relationship with a 

person or entity in the U.S., including 

grandparents, grandchildren, brothers-in-law, 

sisters-in-law, aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, 

and cousins. On November 20 the Trump 

Administration appealed to the Supreme Court 

for a stay of the entire district court’s 

injunction so that those with a bona fide 

relationship would also be prevented from 

entering the U.S. On December 4 the Supreme 

Court agreed to allow the government to halt 

all travel from the eight countries listed in the 

travel ban pending a final decision in the case. 

On November 20, 2017, the U.S. District Court for the Northern District of California issued a 

preliminary injunction ordering custody hearings for children who are rearrested after having 

previously been released by ORR to sponsors. In Gomez, Saravia et al the court stated that the 

government bears the burden to prove material changed circumstances that establish the child 

has become a danger or flight risk and, if the government does not meet its burden, the 

immigration judge or other decision-maker has authority to order the child’s release. Hearings 

must take place within seven days of arrest, absent extraordinary circumstances.   

C O U R T  O R D E R S  C U S T O D Y  H E A R I N G S  F O R  C H I L D R E N  

R E D E T A I N E D  B Y  I C E

T R A V E L  B A N  A L L O W E D  T O

M O V E  F O R W A R D

W I N S  A L L O W  ‘ S A N C T U A R Y ’  

C I T I E S  T O  K E E P  F E D E R A L  

G R A N T S

On November 20 the district court for the 

Northern District of California issued a 

nationwide permanent injunction in County 

of Santa Clara v. Trump against §9(a) of 

Executive Order 13768, which blocks so-called 

"sanctuary jurisdictions" from receiving 

federal grant money. 

Previously, on November 15 the district court 

in Philadelphia blocked the U.S. government 

from withholding more than $1 million 

authorized under the Edward Byrne Memorial 

Justice Assistance Grant Program that pays 

for public safety equipment because 

Philadelphia is a “sanctuary city.” 

As reported by the AP, in October ‘a U.S. 

district judge in Chicago denied a request by 

the DOJ to lift a national freeze on the policy. 

And a Seattle judge declined to throw out a 

lawsuit brought by Seattle and Portland, 

Oregon, calling the DOJ’s threats 

“unconstitutionally coercive.”’ 
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Our Updates

M I S S I O N  T O  M I S S I O N  B I K E  

R I D E  F U N D R A I S E R  A  S U C C E S S

Saturday December 2 was a beautiful sunny 

day for the 240 people who registered to bike 

to the historic San Antonio Missions, a 

recently designated UNESCO world heritage 

site. The Mission Rotary Club chose the 

Migrant Center as one of the nonprofit 

beneficiaries for its bike ride fundraiser. We 

hosted an information table at the event and 

spoke during lunch about our work helping 

detained asylum seekers. 

A S Y L U M  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N  

R A T E S  D E C L I N E

TRAC released data showing that five judges at 

the Pearsall Immigration Court decided 732 

asylum cases, which were denied 71.5 to 85.3 

percent of the time, depending on the judge. 

Nationally, chances of winning asylum are 1 in 

5 if represented and 1 in 10 if unrepresented 

according to TRAC. In fiscal year 2017 

representation rates declined and denial rates 

increased. 
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M I G R A N T  C E N T E R    O B T A I N S  

R E L E A S E  F O R  M A N  

S E P A R A T E D  F R O M  H I S  W I F E

An asylum seeker from Guinea, whom ICE 

separated from his wife when they 

presented themselves at the bridge and 

requested protection, was granted parole. 

He is now living at an immigrant shelter 

where he can talk to his wife [who remains 

detained at a different facility] whenever 

they want. ICE only grants one 15-minute 

phone call per month. He is also now able to 

better help her prepare for her asylum 

hearing and will be able to be with her in 

person and testify in her case. To all who 

supported his release, he says, 'I give you 

infinite thanks.'

The Migrant Center added its voice to the 

community's request that the Georgia 

congressional delegation investigate the 

conditions at the Stewart and Irwin County 

immigration detention centers in Georgia. Among 

other things, detained immigrants are denied 

access to a lawyer, discriminated against, and are 

forced to work without just compensation. 

S I G N  O N  T O  S U P P O R T  

C O N G R E S S I O N A L  

I N V E S T I G A T I O N  O F  D E T E N T I O N  

C E N T E R S  I N  G E O R G I A



1. USCIS numbers: https://www.uscis.gov/tools/reports-studies/immigration-forms- 

data/data-set-form-i-918-application-u-nonimmigrant-status 

2. Ombudsman’s Office's  U visa recipient parole 

policy: https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/cisomb-u-parole- 

recommendation-061616.pdf 

3. NY city council calls for elimination of U-visa cap: 

http://legistar.council.nyc.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=853093&GUID=7537F087-6A07- 

4FFD-81B2-CFD105E751EB&Options=&Search= 

JOIN US IN OUR WORK SUPPORTING DETAINED ASYLUM SEEKERS 

The Migrant Center for Human Rights depends on donations from 

people like you. Please consider making a contribution to support 

detained asylum seekers today. Visit www.migrantcenter.org.

Migrant Center for Human Rights 
PO Box 90382 

San Antonio, TX 78209 
Phone: 210-802-6061 

www.migrantcenter.org
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CASE APPEAL: HUSBAND SEEKING TO 

REUNITE WITH WIFE, CHILDREN
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RESOURCES ON U-VISAS:

Mr. Kasongo came to the United States with 

his wife and three children to save their 

lives. He was separated from them by 

immigration and was told by the CARA Pro 

Bono Project that they were released to a 

shelter in New York. We are seeking funds to 

prepare a parole request for him [500] and to 

help him pay any bond that ICE sets [2500- 

7500] so that he can be reunited with his 

family. He is also finding it extremely 

difficult to gather evidence in his case as 

many of his contacts are on Facebook and 

there is no access to the internet at the 

detention center. 

Individual visits conducted: 35 

Legal briefs submitted: 1 

Human rights evidence packets given: 5 

Countries: Cameroon, Kenya, Nigeria, Senegal, 

Ethiopia, Gambia, Togo, Guinea, Ghana, 

Somalia, Niger, Mexico, Democratic Republic 

of the Congo 

A  F E W   N O V E M B E R  N U M B E R S


